HAIGRT==ASHBURY BEAT

Serving Lower & Upper Haighr, Cole Valley and Panhandle

An Independent Neighborhood Newspaper Oerober 2005, Val. 2 Ma. 10

Hiya, HAIA: neighborhood

resident/merchant group revived

By Cheryl Brodie

ver the past few vears there
has besn a growing awareness
AMOmg S0Mme AChve COMUMITELY mem-
bers of the merit of a vibrant joiu
merchan: and msident organization
m the upper Haight Whike there are
several neighborhood associations and
merchant associations, none are act-
ing as both merchat and neighbor
crganizations. Therefore, a group of
active residents has revived the Haight
Ashhury  Improvement Association
(HATA), which cngmally formed as a
joint merchan: and resident neighboz-
hood organizaton around the oum of
the 20 conmury
Some say HATA was established
in 1901; others sav right after the
1506 earthquake. An HATA ledger
dates back to 1922 In 1949, 1550
and 1931 the San Francisco Chamber
of Commerce awarded the associa-
tiom for their Christmas decorations.
In 1550 HATA officially incorporated.
Altheugh HATA continged some activ-
1ties o the 19%0s, that decade seemns
1o have sipnaled the end of a relatvely
dommant period for HATA.

Past members of HALA canvassed
the community this summer to pauge
interest in reviving a merchantTesi-
dent group. A steefing committee of
telve fommed, includmg past HAIA
presidenss and members, two 2004
candidates for District 5 supervisor and
two SF commissioners. The steering
commitiee is cumendy in the process
of recrpanizing, reviewing bylaws and
preparing for a board election.

Boundaries of HALA are roughly
Folton on the north, Divisadero on
the east, 172 Sweet on the south and
Arsuelio on the west.

HATA will be publishing a mewslet-
ter this momith. A holiday pamty for mem-
bers will be held at a past HALA Chair's
bome on December 14, Election of
HATA officers and board members will
take place on Jamuary 18,

HAIA members look forward o
wiorking in concert with the many other
reighborhood and merchant associa-
ticns in the Upper Haight - as well as
thronzhont the distict and city.

Please emal heva_sf@vahoo.com
ar call 220-5567 for more mformation,




